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Switzerland

00000

Hello. How are you?0

If you are interested in sailing, you may know that the Swiss sailing
team, Alinghi, beat the New Zealand team for one of yachting's biggest
prizes, the America's Cup and became the champion last month. The
Swiss come from a country which is land-locked like Yamanashi, so
the team was made up of sailors from other countries with lots of sailing
experience. In fact, the captain and many of the crew were from New
Zealand, so they probably communicated in English. There are four
official languages in Switzerland, German, French, Italian and
Romansch. Swiss is not a language, but it is used to describe the people
and products. The country is named Switzerland.[]

Geneva City is well known being the home of the International Red
Cross, but Bern is the capital.O

The Matterhorn is probably the most famous mountain, but the Eiger
and Jungfrau also appear in many posters and calendars. The area around
these mountains is a popular destination for Japanese tourists and has
spectacular scenery. Interlaken, the town between two lakes, andl
Grindelwald Village are twinned with towns in Japan. One of the trains
on the Jungfrau Railway has been named "Otsu", and a ship from Otsu
on Lake Biwa carries the name "Interlaken"

The train from Grindelward Village winds up Jungfrau entering a
tunnel bored into the mountain. The tracks run up at a constant angle
and are very steep in places, so there are wheels under the carriages that
have little teeth in them to help move the train along. Halfway up inside
the mountain you can get off the train and look out the ‘windows' at the
glacier below. The railway ends at 3454m. The place is called, 'The Top
of Europe'. It is possible to go outside the building and look down on
the beautiful Swiss countryside below. Of course, it depends on the
changeable weather. Unfortunately, on our visit we could not see much
because of bad weather. O
O
This month's easy English expressiorilld]

AJ How long does the round trip take?0
B1 About two hours.O

0 Steve Rissman
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