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Hi, there. How's everything?0

Well, winter is just around the corner. Often people talk about how
cold the weather is, but there are much, much colder places
especially in the northern hemisphere. Have you ever looked at
Greenland on the map? Despite the name it is usually all white on
maps, stretching from below the Arctic Circle almost to the North
Pole. If you go in the winter you will be hard pressed to find any
greenery at all. Greenland is white because a massive sheet of ice
covers most of the world's biggest island. It has been there since the
last ice age. At the edge it is about 10m high and it expands to two
or three kilometers thick in the center. You can go to see this ice
cap by snow mobile, The ice is pure water and looks pale blue in
the daylight. The scenery is beyond description and makes the
experience unforgettable.O

A place like Greenland has quite a few things to offer for tourists.
The most impressive, if you are lucky enough to see it, is the aurora
The day we arrived there it was 0 40 degrees, which provided the
best conditions to see the northern lights. That night the sight of
multi-colored lights filling the whole sky made a trip so far north
really worth while. | felt as if I were on a different planet. The aurora
is constantly moving and changing, so sometimes does not last long.
It was quite difficult to take pictures of the aurora, but that is OK.
Such an impressive sight sticks in your mind anyway. [

There are also dog sled rides on the frozen rivers. Everyone wears
seal fur suits to keep out the cold, so they only feel it on their faces.
In some parts it is possible to see icebergs. The winter days are very
short with the sun rising at mid-morning and setting in the afternoon.
Despite the cold temperatures, the heating keeps the buildings really
warm inside.

Greenland used to be a colony of Denmark, so through Copenhagen
is the easiest way to get there. There are, of course, package tours
leaving from Japan. O
u
This month's easy English expressioridQ]

a

A When is the best time to go to Greenland to see the aurora?[]
B Probably January or February.Ol
0

Steve Rissman
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